Types of skin cancer
For many us, we when think of skin cancer we think of melanoma. In fact, melanoma is only the third most common type of skin cancer. The three most common types of skin cancer are: squamous cell carcinoma, basal cell carcinoma and melanoma.
Squamous cells form the outer part of the epidermis (top layer of the skin) and are constantly shed to develop new cells. The basal cells produce new cells to replace the squamous cells. Melanocytes are cells that produce melanin which gives the skin a brown colour. As seen in the diagram below, all of these three types of cancers form in the epidermis (top layer of the skin). Basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma are the most common and easiest types to treat and do not often spread to other parts of the body. Of the three most common skin cancers, melanoma is the most difficult to treat, most likely to spread and makes up ¾ of all the deaths related to skin cancer. 
How common is skin cancer?
As seen in the table, skin cancer makes up 31.72 % of all cancers in men and 21.37 % in women. To put this into perspective the second most common form of cancer in men is prostate (17.15 % of all cancers) and the most common cause of cancer in women is breast (20.62 % of all cancers). Thus, skin cancers collectively are the most common forms of cancer.
Am I at risk for skin cancer?
1 in 27 men and 1 in 54 women will develop basal cell carcinoma in their life time, a relatively high risk. Considering that South Africans have a very high exposure to radiation from the sun, this places us all at an appreciable risk for skin cancer. Despite the general risk for skin cancer, some factors place us at a higher risk:
Blue, green or grey eye colour Fair or freckled skin Blonde or red hair Overexposure to radiation or x-rays Many moles on the skin Close relatives who had/have skin cancer A history of severe sun-burn, especially in early life Daily, long term sun exposure (e.g. people who work outside) Obesity Possibly type 2 diabetes
We trust you will have found this discussion surrounding skin cancer insightful.
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